Galleries

useful were it entirely composed of the best
works of old Crome and two or three other
Norwich artists, than if it contained, like most
provincial galleries, a mixture of minor local
works, ephemeral academic successes and
dubious old masters, landscapes by Binks,
poor copies of Titian and Palma Vecchio,
and painted acres by Mr. Blair Leighton or
Mr. Sigismund Goetze. We ought to diffuse
our masterpieces as widely as possible without
breaking up the groups. And I don't think
there is any doubt that a small town or a
country place is a better setting for a one man
gallery than a room or a separate building in
a large city.

Three considerable collections exist of works
by the late G. F. Watts. People differ,
understandably, about his eminence; but
he will do as an illustration. There is the
collection of portraits in the National Portrait
Gallfery ; there is the room full of allegories,
including most of his major works at the
Tate; and there is the miscellaneous gallery,
filled mostly with small things, at his home
near Guildford. For myself I remember that
when I visited the last, one small room in a
village with trees all around and a haycart
in the road, I got more pleasure out of it than
I have ever got out of the others, which are
surrounded with crowds of other .pictures,
and have to be approached first through
London streets and then through turnstiles
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